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Vera Street Community Garden Risk Assessment- CAS Programme

The main Community Garden Risk Assessment applies, as well as these additional risks involving young people.

(for detailed descriptions of likelihood and consequence levels, see the end of this document)

	IDENTIFIED RISK
	CONSEQUENCES
	LIKELI-HOOD
	OVERALL RISK LEVEL
	MITIGATION/CONTROL MEASURES

	Injury through incorrect/ careless use of garden tools
	Major: Deep wounds, Sprains, broken bones
	Possible
	High
	· Training and supervision in the correct use of tools in the garden.

· ‘Fooling around’ strongly discouraged.

	Injury through students wearing inappropriate clothing

(e.g. using mattock with no shoes)
	Major
	Possible
	High
	· CAS volunteers to check that all students are in suitable attire- hats, shoes, etc.

· If they are not, they are only allowed to do low-risk activities (eg seed saving in the shade)

	Incident caused by inexperienced, untrained students joining the group after training
	Unknown, possibly major
	Possible
	High
	· If a new student joins the program, they must be given safety training before they join the group.

	Inappropriate conduct towards young people

by garden members.
	Major: Safety and wellbeing of children compromised/child abuse
	Rare
	Medium
	· All CAS volunteers must be VSCG members, and therefore hold current blue cards.

· A teacher must be on site when students are on site.

· There must be a minimum of two CAS volunteers on site when students are on site. If this is not possible due to illness, CAS should be cancelled for that week.

· Protective behaviours eg staying in sight, going to toilet in pairs/groups, checking with teacher before leaving ‘line of sight’ area encouraged and promoted by garden members.


More information about risk rating system used.

Consequence: What harm could happen as a result of the identified risk?
	Descriptor
	Examples

	Insignificant
	Injuries not requiring first aid

	Minor
	First aid required

	Moderate
	Medical treatment required

	Major
	Hospital admission required

	Severe
	Death or permanent disability to one or more persons


Likelihood: What is the likelihood of the determined consequence occurring?
	Descriptor
	Examples

	Almost certain
	Is expected to occur in most circumstances

	Likely
	Will probably occur in most circumstances

	Possible
	Could occur at some time

	Unlikely
	Not likely to occur in normal circumstances

	Rare
	May occur only in exceptional circumstances


Risk levels matrix
	Likelihood
	Consequences

	
	Insignificant
	Minor
	Moderate
	Major
	Severe

	Rare
	Low
	Low
	Medium
	Medium
	Medium

	Unlikely
	Low
	Low
	Medium
	Medium
	High

	Possible
	Low
	Medium
	High
	High
	Very high

	Likely
	Medium
	Medium
	High
	High
	Very high

	Almost certain
	Medium
	High
	High
	Very high
	Very high


Recommended action

Very high: Act immediately to lower the risk level to as low as reasonably practicable.

High: Act today to reduce the risk.

Medium: Act this week

Low: Act this month
