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To conduct habitat protection and Creek Rehabilitation at Toowong Creek.  
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Science, Maths and Technology Academy.  
To foster inter-generational and inter-cultural relationships in the local 
community.  
To provide the opportunity for marginalised community members to 
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To revitalise existing knowledge about gardening and native bush 
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To provide a link with the garden's historical roots as a Chinese market 
Garden and its Indigenous heritage. 
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#ÏÎÖÅÎÏÒȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ɀ May 2009 ɀ May 2010 
This report marks my second year as Convenor for Vera Street Community Garden, and I remain 

proud of the wonderful contribution that Garden members have made this year towards making the 

Garden and our broader community a richer and more vibrant place. 

The Garden 

The Garden is looking fantastic, as trees enjoy their second year of regular rainfall and we learn what 

ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴƻ-dig beds. Thanks to the regular workers such as Lynn de Lange, 

Helen Bawden, CAS students, Ruth Brown and Jane Bell, the garden is getting lots of regular 

maintenance. And those of us who get down to the garden less frequently have been able to get 

involved with some significant garden projects this year, such as the planting of our bush tucker 

garden. 

As with any garden, at least some time needs to be spent maintaining the area. Bamboo runners 

encroaching from our neighbours continues to be a hassle, and since we are committed to totally 

organic methods removal of the runners involves lots of hard work. Lynn and Helen led the process 

of regenerating the hill behind the garden by planting and watering trees and native plants in that 

area. The CAS students made a commitment this year to spend 15 minutes of every session pulling 

ƻǳǘ ƴƻȄƛƻǳǎ ǿŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜƪ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ΨƘŀǊŘ ȅŀƪƪŀΩ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿŜŜŘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǝŀƛƴ 

the upper hand. The banana trees which were planted at the end of last year are growing strongly 

and one has a full hand of fruit ripening- very impressive! 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƴƻ-dig gardens and moved their positions and shapes to 

ǎǳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǇǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ƴove our 

garden beds around, and this is something that other community gardens cannot do so easily if they 

have made big investments in garden edging. Cathy Renkin led the establishment of a bush tucker 

garden, funded by a Q150 grant. The plants were planted before the big rains over December and 

January, and are thriving. It is wonderful to see the outskirts of the garden becoming dense with 

useful trees and shrubs.  

²ŜΩǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŘƻȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǾŀǊƛŜǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘǎ of 

pumpkins, chillies, tomatoes, strawberries, limes, oranges and lots of different herbs and other 

plants.    
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Chillies ready to harvest Bush tucker garden is thriving after being 
planted in November-December 

  

No more bamboo! Clear space ready to plant out 
after removing invasive bamboo 

Our first hand of bananas-  
not ready to harvest yet 
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Bush Dance and Bush Tucker Garden 

On the 10th of October 2009, we hosted a Bush Dance at the Community Garden. We hired a 

marquee and band, and had a barbecque, fruit punch and deserts. We promoted the event through 

letterbox drops to around 500 residences in the local area. Approximately 150 people attended with 

a variety of attendees, from families with children, older people to groups of young single people. 

Our event started in the early evening and went until 9pm. Many people stated that they thoroughly 

enjoyed the event, and hoped that we would be able to repeat it in the future. 

  
People had a great time, dancing, chatting, 
eating 

The Bushland Boogie band played up a storm 

  
The Chicken Dance was a favourite with the kids People of all ages lining up for a dance. Q150 

banners in the background.  


